
SECONDARY CITIZEN

KORTRIJK
Kortrijk is a small city which houses people from various 

countries, ethnicities, cultures, colors, languages, age and food. 
Some people are from the city, some are staying in the city 
for work and some come everyday for work. This small yet 

connected and dynamic city is undergoing a lot of changes. This 
booklet is about some people who have made this place their 

home away from home.





PEOPLE.
TIME. 
PLACE. 
CULTURE.
EXCHANGE. 
LANGUAGE.
EXPERIENCE.
PARTICIPATION. 
COLLABORATION.





Been living in the city for past two years. The 
city she used to live in France was bigger than 
Kortrijk. She feels that the locals take some time 
to open up and as Kortrijk is small, it’s easy to 
be connected once you become part of the 
community.

As she has a 16 month old son, she goes to the 
kindergarten and there she meets a lot of other 
parents who are from Belgium and it is easier to 
connect to them as most of them speak English.

She likes that the city is taking efforts in helping 
no Dutch speaking people with free Dutch 
Speaking Classes. And she generally visit the city 
website and newspaper to keep herself updated 
with the events happening in the city. She likes to 
visit as many events she can. She likes to visit the 
Grote Mart as her son can play in the playground 
and they get to socialize with other parents as 
well.

STEPHENE

Late 20s | French | Husband: Belgian | 
Volunteer | 16 Month Son





Been working around the city of Kortrijk for the 
past 15 years. He is a draftsman and a technician 
and works a lot of 3D software and machines. 
He is good with woodworking and is learning 
metalworking as well.

He volunteers in BudaLab every Tuesday and 
has been part of the lab for the past 2 years. He 
also gives demonstrations for Lasercutting and 
other wood working tools. After he is done with 
his day of volunteering he heads back home and 
only once in a month all of the volunteers go out 
together.

He feels that people are a bit reserved but as he is 
in the lab he comes across a lot of younger people 
who are really enthusiastic to learn new things 
and interact.

TOM

39 Year Old | Belgian | Technician | Volunteer 





She has travelled a lot in Europe and also lived in 
Canada for 1 year and didn’t like it much as it was 
really cold and snowy for almost 6 months. She 
was born in France but has lived in Bologna, Italy 
for a lot of years.

She has been living in Kortrijk for past 1 year and 
before that she was living in Ypres. She moved 
to Kortrijk because the connectivity in Ypres 
wasn’t really good and as they travel and have 
a lot of people coming over, they thought that 
moving to Kortijk would be better as it has better 
connectivity.

She feels that over the years the french speaking 
population has declined and the city has more 
dutch speaking population. She likes that there 
are events happening in the city but she also feels 
that there is a differentiation in the city on the 
basis of origin. She would want things to be more 
inclusive.

SONAYA 

Late 40s | French





He has been living in the city for 3 years and has 
a shop selling Kurdish food and sweets near the 
K mall. He lives with his family and parents in a 
house above his shop. He has a bakery at the back 
of the shop where he makes the things he sells in 
his shop. and he gets most of this raw materials 
from the stores near by. 

As his shop is located near the settlements of 
immigrants, a lot of people who come to his shop 
are of various ethnicity. On likes to spend the 
weekends with his family and goes to places like 
the K mall and the park.

He likes the city and the primary reason for being 
in the city is to earn livelihood and to sustain his 
family.

REBAZ

38 Year Old | Kurdish | Shopkeeper and Baker





She has in Belgium for the past 20 years. She 
studied hotel management back in China and 
came to Belgium to study further and ended up 
staying and working here. She is married to a 
Belgian and lives on the outskirts of the city. She 
has been running a shop on Buda Island for the 
past 4 years.

She had a lot of difficulty in here initial days and 
had to learn dutch by taking night classes to 
adapt to the country. Now she is learning french 
and one can see her sitting in the store with a 
book with mandarin to french translation.

She has seen a lot change in the past 4 years in 
the city, specially near the river. It has affected 
her business a lot as there is a lot of construction 
happening around her store. In her own words she 
says “I have survived and will do in the future as 
well”. She feels very proud of Chinese economic 
growth. And feels that the decision of “One child 
per family” is one of the most important factor 
behind the success of the county.

YAXING ZHOU

Late 40s | Chinese | Shopkeeper & Cafe Owner





He is from New Delhi and moved to Belgium after 
spending a few years in Afghanistan. Since 2002 
he has a shop in Buda Island and has been living 
on the outskirts of city with his family. The main 
reason for stay in the city is work and he is a local 
hero, last year he foiled an attempt of robbery in 
his store. 

He speaks fluent dutch and feels that the city and 
the island has changed significantly over the past 
years with all the projects going on and recently 
the lowering of the side of river near his shop. He 
is an active member of the Indian community in 
the region and organizes various events.

RAMNATH TALWAR

56 Year Old | Indian | Shopkeeper



We; Déborah, Maria and Sahil; Are three designers with three 
different backgrounds bound together during three months in 

the city of Kortrijk that’s divided in three parts by a river. We are 
here to form relationships between individuals, territories and 

resources.

Déborah Janssens | Maria Pita Guerreiro | Sahil Thappa
theliquidstate2017@gmail.com
designersinresidencekortrijk.be
Instagram: theliquidstatwe2017

Facebook: theliquidstateofkortrijk


